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REVIEWS AND CRITICISMS 

descriptions of the places of detention, industrial schools, reforma- 
tories, probation and after care. 

While Dr. Struve refrains from expressing himself as to the desir- 
ability of transplanting British methods to Germany, he comments 
quite freely on the conditions in England which he believes are most 
potent causes of delinquency. His statistical comparison of juvenile 
delinquency in England and Germany indicates more convictions in 
proportion to the population in England with certain striking differ- 
ences as to the frequency of different offenses. In Germany there were 
6,243 cases of dangerous assault and battery against 242 the same 
year, 1911, in England. Destruction of property was nearly twice 
as frequent in England while convictions of children for moral offenses 
were only 98 in England against 1,014 in Germany. The punishment 
of 2,328 youths for begging and playing has no parallel in Germany. 

As general direct causes of delinquency in the large cities of Eng- 
land he sets forth especially the great social gulf between the lower 
and upper classes which is illustrated by 2% of the children under 16 
in England and Wales receiving poor relief. The second main cause 
he finds to be alcoholism which he finds mentioned either simply or in 
combination with other offenses in over 150,000 cases in one year in 
England. ' ' Truly nobody is so truly a product of environment as the 
youthful lawbreaker of the great cities of England." As secondary 
causes he discusses the absence of proper physical and mental recrea- 
tion and the passion for moving picture shows, betting and gambling. 
He even finds the view expressed that the juvenile lawbreakers are so 
much better cared for by the public than those in the same station in 
life who are not offenders against the law, that some parents are inclined 
to use the industrial schools as a means for training their children. 
From the instances cited one feels that the author has perhaps paid 
undue attention to the unfavorable conditions, although the criticisms 
made are offered in the friendliest spirit and indicate how the condi- 
tions impress one who is familiar with the stricter discipline of youth 
in Germany. An excellent nine-page classified bibliography covers 
the literature and reports on juvenile delinqueny in Great Britain. 

The University of Minnesota. James Burt Miner. 



The Probation System. By Cecil Leeson. P. S. King & Son, Orchard 
House, Westminster, London, pp. 191. 

In the introduction of this book Mr. J. H. Muirhead states : "Pro- 
bation is one of the most interesting of the signs of our times. It is a 
recognition, all too tardy, in the field of crime and punishment, first, 
of the sensitiveness of unformed character to the influence of circum- 
stances; second, of the responsibility of society itself for the direction 
of this influence ; and, third, of the superiority in certain well-defined 
cases of the method of home oversight to any form of prison discipline 
as a means of improvement. " 

Mr. Leeson 's book is a clear, brief and instructive presentation of 
the probation system. The author was a probation officer in England 
and in addition spent two years in studying probation work in the 
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United States. The great value of the book is the comparison, which 
runs all through all the chapters of the English and American proba- 
tion systems. For example in the first chapter on ' ' Probation and Pro- 
bation Institutions," a comparison is drawn between the Chicago Ju- 
venile Court, which is a Chancery Court, and the English Courts which 
are provided for by the Children's Act of 1908. 

In the Chicago Court the children appearing before it are not 
viewed primarily as offenders deserving punishment, but as wards of 
the State needing protection. The English Courts are still, strictly 
speaking, Criminal Courts, though the proceedings are usually con- 
siderably modified and softened. The author states: "In p]ngland. 
the chief consideration is the offence of the child; in America, the 
chief consideration is the offender." 

Considerable space is given to the discussion of the discovery and 
treatment of defective offenders. In this discussion the statement is 
made that, "Physically and mentally defective offenders, though rela- 
tively few as to number, form the group from which habitual offenders 
are chiefly recruited. The problem of the recidivist, therefore, becomes 
to a large extent the problem of the defective juvenile delinquent. ' ' 

It is further stated that none of the four possible methods in. Eng- 
land of dealing with the defective delinquent are satisfactory. The 
four methods are — probation, Home Office School, prison and discharge. 

The writer of this review knows from his experience in the Chicago 
Court, that most of the States of the Union have no satisfactory way of 
dealing with the defective delinquent type. They are discovered and 
become wards of the States — patients of the States — but the States 
provide no satisfactory places for their treatment. 

An excellent comparison of the Adult Probation Laws and systems 
is given. The English Probation Act leaves the Court free to apply 
the system to any reclairaable offender, and, for any offense, as it 
thinks expedient, whereas the tendency of recent American Probation 
Laws is to limit the discretion of the Court in these respects. The 
former laws have been successful in England and in Massachusetts and 
New York — the States which were the first to pass probation laws. 

It is interesting to note that in Colorado the Chancery procedure 
has been extended to certain adult offenders and that neither in Eng- 
land nor the United States has any adult probation law ever been re- 
pealed. 

Concerning the selection of probation cases the author concludes 
that the preliminary inquiry should be sufficient to answer these prin- 
cipal qu^ions : 

(1) Do the offender's character and antecedents show him un- 
mistakably and fixedly depraved, or do they indicate but a tendency to 
depravity ? 

(2) Does the offender, having regard to his disposition and to the 
surroundings in which he lives, afford reasonable promise of becoming 
law-abiding? 

(3) If, owing to his pref?ent disposition or his present surround- 
ings, or to other circumstances, this cannot reasonably be hoped of 
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him, can such changes be effected through the agency of probation, as 
to make it reasonably probable that he will become law-abiding ? 

The above questions show that the author feels that probation is 
only one of many treatments which may be applied to offenders and 
that it is by no means the proper treatment for every offender. 

Emphasis is laid upon the necessity of having experienced and well- 
trained people with strong personal qualifications as probation oflSeers. 

Various statistical tables are given to show the results of probation 
in England and America leading to the conclusion that "Whether one 
compares the results to society of the probation system and the gaol 
system, or whether one looks at the lives of the offenders themselves, 
the probation system shows advantageously as at once the more educa- 
tional and more economical method. ' ' 

The unsuccessful probation cases are classed as (a) Those who 
are returned to Court by the probation officer for breach of conditions : 
(b) Those who are arrested by the police and convicted of a further 
offence; (c) Those who abscond. 

For the treatment of those cases it is recommended that long term 
industrial training centers be established both for the offenders who 
suffer from physical defects and for those who are normal physically. 

The defects in the probation system are stated as being (a) Unsuit- 
able probation officers; (b) Unsuitable cases; (c) Too short probation- 
ary periods; (d) Inadequacy of organization and control. 

The Probation System by Cecil Leeson is an accurate and valuable 
handbook on the practice and procedure of Courts having jurisdiction 
over cases in which probation orders may be entered and on the work 
of probation officers. — It is highly recommended. 

Chicago. Joel D. Hunter. 



Verbrechertypen : 1 Band, 2 Hept. Saufer als Brandstipter, von 
H. W. Gruhle und K. Williams, Heidelberg; und G. L. Dreyfus, 
Frankfurt a. Main. 
1 Band, 3 Hept. Zur Psychologic des Massenmords Hauptlehrer Wag- 
ner von Degerloch. Eine Kriminologische und psychiatrische 
Studie von Pref essor Dr. Robert Oaupp, in Tubingen. J. Springer, 
Berlin, 1913, pp. 101. M. 2. 

The second and third monographs in the above series, continue the 
analysis of criminal types. In response to criticisms, the authors now 
disclaim any intention of presenting the bases upon which the types are 
worked out. Their aim will be to give as clear a picture as possible 
of the actual (not an ideal) type, using their "experience" as the 
guide. This makes of the present series, then, a literary product. It 
leaves us in the dark as to how much of the characterization of the 
type lies in the imagination of the authors, how much is due to the 
methods of procedure in securing the information, and how much is 
actual fact. The scientific studies upon the broad questions of Milieu 
Oder Anlage will appear as Heidelbei^er Abhandlungen, two volumes 
of which are now ready. 

The problem is to present the material in such a way as to give a 
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